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every respect from his dutiful wife. But the children
who flout their parent who is ever ready to do his duty
towards them would be considered ungrateful and would
harm themselves more than their parent. The same
can be said about husband and wife. If you apply this
simple and universal rule to employers and labourers,
landlords and tenants, the princes and their subjects or
the Hindus and the Muslims, you will find that the hap-
piest relations can be established in all walks of life
without creating disturbances in and dislocation of life
and business which you see in India as in other parts
of the world. What I call the law of Satyagraha is to
be deduced from an appreciation of duties and rights
flowing therefrom.
What is the duty of the Hindu towards his Muslim
neighbour? His duty is to befriend him as man, to share
his joys and sorrows and help him in distress. He will
then have the right to expect similar treatment from
his Muslim neighbour and will probably get the expect-
ed response. Supposing the Hindus are in a majority
in a village with a sprinkling of Muslims in their midst,
the duty of the majority towards the few Muslim neigh-
bours is increased manifold, so much so that the few
will not feel that their religion makes any difference in
the behaviour of the Hindus towards them. The Hindus
will then earn the right, not before, that the Muslims
will be natural friends with them and in times of danger
both the communities will act as one man. But suppose
that the few Muslims do not reciprocate the correct
behaviour of the many Hindus and show fight in every
action, it will be a sign of unmanliness. What is then
the duty of the many Hindus ? Certainly not to over-
power them by the brute strength of the many; that
will be usurpation  of an unearned  right. Their duty

